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Information about Human Papillomavirus (HPV)

Vaccination Catch-up Programme

The Department of Health (DH) has launched the one-off human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination catch-up
programme during the 2024/25 school year, the catch-up vaccination would be provided free-of-charge to
female Hong Kong residents born between 2004 and 2008 who have not been covered by the Hong Kong
Childhood Immunisation Programme, so as to gradually enhance the community's herd immunity against
high-risk human papillomaviruses, thereby preventing cervical cancer.

What is HPV?

HPV is the name of a group of viruses that includes more than 150 genotypes. Around 40 of these viruses infect
the genital area. Some types of HPV can cause premalignant changes and malignant cancers of cervix,
vagina, vulva and anus.

What is HPV vaccine?

HPV vaccine is a prophylactic vaccine to prevent cervical cancer as well as other HPV-related cancers or
diseases. In Hong Kong, HPV-16, 18, 31, 33, 45, 52, 58 accounted for about 90% of cases of cervical cancer.
All the above seven genotypes are included in the 9-valent HPV vaccine.

Why do I need to receive HPV catch-up vaccination?

After reviewing the latest overseas and local scientific evidence, taking into account the latest
recommendations of the World Health Organization and overseas practical experience, the Scientific
Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases under the Centre for Health Protection of the DH recommended
in 2022 that the target group for human papillomavirus vaccine be expanded to older girls aged 18 or below.

How to receive HPV vaccination under this programme?

The programme would be implemented in three phases for about two years.

First phase targets full-time female students (including secondary sections of special schools) studying
Secondary Five or above (or an equivalent grade) in Hong Kong. Secondary schools would engage
participating outreach vaccination teams to provide free HPV vaccines to eligible female students.

Second phase targets female Hong Kong residents studying in local post-secondary institutions or universities
who were born between 2004 and 2008. Outreach vaccination teams or healthcare services clinics of
institutions would provide HPV catch-up vaccination services.

Third phase targets female Hong Kong residents born between 2004 and 2008 who have completed their
studies in Hong Kong, catch-up vaccination services will be provided by community healthcare centres.

What are the possible side effects of HPV vaccines?

HPV vaccines are generally safe. Most students do not have serious reactions after receiving HPV vaccination.
Common side effects are similar to those from other vaccinations, such as:

(1) Mild and short-lasting side effects, including headache, dizziness, nausea and fatigue.

(2) Soreness, redness or swelling at the injection site.

(3) Fever.
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Is there any safety concern with HPV vaccine?

HPV vaccines have been used worldwide for many years. After extensive examinations of scientific evidence
and information on adverse reactions following HPV vaccination, the World Health Organization and overseas
health authorities have concluded that HPV vaccines are safe and effective, and there is no evidence that HPV
vaccination will cause serious side effects.

Why is HPV vaccine given at a young age? Would
receiving the vaccine encourage premature sex?

HPV vaccines work best for women who have never been exposed to HPV infection and are therefore
recommended for girls of suitable ages before sexual debut. Research has shown that getting the HPV vaccine
does not make children more likely to be sexually active or start having sex at a younger age.
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For further information on HPV vaccination in other languages,

you may access the information via following QR codes:

ENEXX [eamixt EEIMEX
fo=dl Tt 53

(Hindi) (Nepali) (Urdu)

EBex FFREN
Tagalog

ERIIF35 = 0RI3Z =20
€302 3 27270 BIKGIESRI Tiéng Viét
(Sinhala) (Bengali) (Vietnamese)




ERSEEEE2RY -
=280 EH A THEREDINEE -

https://www.had.gov.hk/rru/tc_chi/programmes/support_service_centres.htm @

You may wish to visit webpage of
Support Service Centres for Ethnic Minorities for
more information on free telephone interpretation services:

https://www.had.gov.hk/rru/english/programmes/support_service_centres.htm @

FZEMHPVE B ARSI BIE - FRASEEZSHED VIS :
https://www.chp.gov.hk/tc/features/108084.html

For further information on HPV catch-up vaccination,
please visit the CHP website at

https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/108084.html @
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